A Homeowner’s Guide to
Maintaining Your Sewage
Treatment System

DO's & DON'Ts Sewage Treatment Systems
How do they work?

DO’s
A sewage treatment system, more commonly called a septic
e Have your septic tank pumped out & system, serves as an on-site wastewater treatment system in places
inspected every 2-5 years by a registered . .
septage hauler. where public sewers are not available. The most common type of

septic system consists of a septic tank, a distribution box, a subsur-
o Keep septic tank cover accessible with a

water tight riser for ease of pumping. face sand filter and/or a soil absorption field.

e  Keep roof water , footer drain water & . . . . .
surfgce drainage out of the septic tank The septic tank is a holding chamber where solids have time
and away from the soil absorption field. to settle out, and oils/grease separate out and float to the top. Sol-

e Conserve water to avoid overloading ids sink to the bottom of the tank, where they are partially decom-

septic system. posed by bacteria, and the remaining solids are periodically pumped

e  Learn the location of your septic system by a registered septage hauler. After wastewater leaves the tank, it

and protect it from physical damage. flows into a distribution box, where it is evenly distributed into a

o Wash your laundry over the course of subsurface sand filter and/or a network of trenches with perforated

the week, don't overload your system by | pines and gravel in the soil absorption field. The effluent slowly
doing all of the laundry on one day.
seeps into the soil where it is further treated and dispersed.

DON'Ts
The splitter box provides an opportunity to “rest” and dry

* Don'tdrive or park over any partof the | 4t one half of the soil absorption field at a time. The splitter box
septic system.

should be rotated to alternate fields at least once a year.

e Don't use your toilet as a trash can; keep
diapers, cigarette filters, cat litter, and
feminine hygiene products out of your
system.

e Don't put excessive chemicals down the
drain—chemicals can kill the beneficial
bacteria that treats your wastewater.

e Don't pour grease down your sink.

e Don't use septic tank additives; under
normal operation conditions these prod-
ucts usually are not needed and some
may even be harmful.




=S =M= l=

RAW SEWAGE—-
WSS = =z il= =
T T T s

==

-E'_|11=_=.1‘|I

veall]

AIR NOZZILE
AND DIFFUSER

=

iy

=
-

A Properly Functioning
Sewage Treatment System:

Is an important investment in your home and
property. It requires preventative maintenance
and care. It is much more costly to replace or re-
pair a sewage treatment system than it is to main-
tain it over time.

Will not harm the environment and pollute water-
ways causing a health threat to your family &
neighbors. Inadequately treated sewage can con-
taminate groundwater and drinking water wells
which can cause illness. It can also contaminate
nearby surface waters increasing the risk that peo-
ple swimming in these waters may become ill from
eye or ear infections/irritations or gastro-intestinal
illnesses.

Protects the value of your property. Avoid damag-
ing your system, don't build structures, fences, or
swimming pools without first contacting the
Health District to determine the location of the
system. Consult the Health District when plan-
ning to landscape near your sewage system.

Pumping Tanks

Most of the solids in the tank are broken down by
bacteria. The remaining solids sink to the bottom of
the tank to form a sludge layer. This remaining
sludge layer needs to be pumped out for proper
maintenance.

Have your septic system inspected at least every
two (2) years by a registered septage hauler and
your tank pumped as necessary, usually every 2—
5 years.

You should pump your tank(s) based on certain
factors such as:

e The number of people in your household and
the amount of wastewater generated.

e The volume of solids in the wastewater (e.g.,
using a garbage disposal will increase the
amount of solids)

For More Information:
Ashtabula County Health Department
12 West Jefferson Street
Jefferson, Ohio 44047
Phone: (440) 576 — 6010
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